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of tiie contemplated improvements, on the 8th day of Oztober last, 1
appointed Richard Wells, Weigh Master of Live Stock: who has since
been actively engaged in the performance’of s dulies, as such. The
vouchers of the expenditures made by the Comuissioner, are now
on file 1n the State Department,

Daring the month of June last, understanding tiiat several fruitless
efforts had been made, 10 rent, or purchase irom the dMayor and City
Council ot Ballimore, the scales wade use of i that Ciy, for weigh-
ing 1Hay and Straw; and concelving itto be mv iy, to earry into ef-
fect the intentinns of the General Assembly in this regard,ss expressed
in the act of Dec session 1837, chap. 319, I gave authority to ¢he In-
spectors, who had been appointed by me in pursuance of the pravi-
<ions of that Jaw,to purc‘.sase the vecessery ground and 1o crect there-
on wnd k ep in repalr two sca'es, the one in the westers section, and
the other in the vastern section of the City, for weighiny 1ayv and
Straw, brougnt there tor sale.  "That duty has beeu peiformed by
them, and they have returned to the State Deparimeut, vouciiers of
¢l the expenditures consequent thereon.  Since their cowmpletion, |
o nformed the scales have been in successful operation,

The Legislature during its last session ehap. 173, in a spirit of
benevolence altogetber worthy of eommendation, appropriated
the sum of one thousand dollars annually, to be applied. under the
direction of the Governor, for the instruetion of indigent blind per-
sons, inhabitants of this State It has been « source of no ordinary

ratification to me, to carry into effect the charitable designs
o the Legislature, in behalf of this forlorn and helpless pertion of
our race. Their cavse by reason of the pnivations and the depen-
dence to which they are necessarily subjected, addresses itsell to
the purest sympathies ot the human heart  The Chrisiian, the
Philanthopist, the Statesman can never fail to find a proper field for
the exercise of his benevolence in providing for the physical sue-
cor and for the amelioration ¢f the intellcctual condition of those
unfortunate beings. The successful cfforts made, of late yeats, in
our country, to found and sustain iastitutions for their instruetion,
and the enterprise, ingenuity, perseverance and christain tender—
ness exhibited are worthy of all praise, From time to time, as
applications have been made, I have selected such children, as 1
thought most deserving of the State’s bounty, ‘and have directed
them to be placed in the Pennsylvania Institution for the instruc-
tion of the Blind. A statemgnt herewiih submitled (marked G.)
will shew the names, ages and places of residence of the pupils
selected, and the time when cach was received into the institution.
No draft has yet been made on the Treasury, on account of their
support, I take leave respectfully to suggest that some Legisla-
tive provision be made to ascertain the number, the ages and  the
cond:tion of the blind with in our territorial limits. Such information
would prove interesting for many purposes, and would enable
those, upon whom the duty ‘will hereafter devolve, to make the se-
lections with entire justice to applizations from all parts of the
State. I further suggest, that means be provided by the State for



